
Life as Julie Anne...Lately

Overview of the past 2 years
&

 the best of what’s happening nownow

Home Is Where The Heart Is...and that’s not just one place
June 2010 marks the third summer where I have packed up all of my belongings and moved 

from Colorado to Montana. September 2010 will continue my  yearly autumn return to Denver. 
It’s like I have two hearts and if I spend too long away from one it always pulls me back.

After my term on staff with YWAM Denver I spent a few months in the area working then I headed 
back to Montana to spend the summer doing some debriefing and hanging out with my family. 

Summer turned quickly to fall it was an amazing time of reconnecting and feeling more at home in 
Bigfork than ever.

Still, when November rolled around I was off to Colorado once again! I spent the winter season 
’08-’09 working in Keystone, Colorado as a Vacation Coordinator for the Resort. I think that winter 

of living in a house with 12+ people was like tangible proof that the love of God works. We were 7 
guys and 5 girls (on average) living together, several of whom were interns with Snowboarders and 

Skiers for Christ Colorado, which was my “church” during my time in Summit County.

Overcoming the challenges of such a large group of people all together through the winter really 
was an experience in seeing God work - we were all still friends when we moved out! The season 

taught me a lot about myself and about how to serve the people I live with. I found that being in a 
culture very different from what was familiar to me (die hard snowboarders are as different as any 

foreigners I’ve met) gave me a lot of insight into the kind of future I want and the passions that I 
need to pursue. 

So when the winter ended it was on too something else... 



My Baby Sister Got Married!
From the time I returned to Montana in the late Spring until Mid-Summer 

myself and my family were gearing up for a celebration we were all really excited about. 
My youngest sister Kayla got married in Bigfork, MT in July 25th, 2009 to Tyler Warburton, who I 

LOVE having as a brother-in-law. They just celebrated their first anniversary a few weeks ago and I 
am so proud of both of them. After the busyness of wedding planning another summer in Bigfork 

turned into fall and my job, which was covering maternity leave for the owner of a property 
management company, wound it’s way to an end as well. 

That five month stretch was the longest uninterrupted amount of time I have spent in my hometown 
since high school and it was a fun making new friends and having a lot of quality time with my sisters 

too! After several years being in ministry and surrounded all the time by other Christians I found 
myself in a place where I had more friends who were not believers in Jesus than perhaps any other 
time in my life. It challenged me on such a new level to share my love for God in tangible ways with 
the people his heart beats and breaks to know because I wanted just as much for them to know 
God’s love as He does. I loved being able to just “do life” with people and love them like Jesus 

would’ve and to watch them learn about God through our friendship, not because of an agenda to 
evangelize them.

With Summer being as great as it was the Fall brought some very unexpected challenges my way.



Perfect Love Drives Out Fear...
 In October of 2009, after several months of knowing something “not right” was 
going on in my body I went to the doctor. About a week later I was diagnosed 
with Multiple Sclerosis.

 During the months preceding my doctors visits I had done SO much research 
that the diagnosis was more of a calming affirmation of my suspicions than a 
surprising shock. All the information I had come across pointed towards this 
disorder and my diagnosis was the confirmation that I needed to move forward 
with a treatment plan. I determined early on in my research of treatment options 
that I would pursue natural remedies, as the idea of a life tied to prescription 
drugs did not sit well with my heart and in my mind held more risk and mystery 
than my condition did.

It would be a lie to say that I wasn’t upset when I found out that I had a 
potentially debilitating condition which, according to most doctors, has an 
unknown cause and varied responses to treatment though “few people die of 
MS”. The symptoms I was experiencing bordered more on inconvenient than 
debilitating but the prognosis is basically a giant “?” as far as what to expect 
from MS in the future. The unknown, the idea that my life may look drastically 
different and I had no control of whether or not I lost my vision, or use of a limb 
or the sensation in my fingertips...that scared me.

The fear didn’t last though. Before it had a chance to take root in my heart I can 
say that I had a completely fresh revelation of a promise of God which has been 
my favorite for years, that “perfect love drives out all fear”... it is so true friends! 

The journey over the past 10 months has been frustrating at times, inconvenient 
at times, and sometimes downright discouraging, but it has never been filled with 
fear. 

The peace of God truly IS beyond our understanding and I am living proof. 
Since my diagnosis I have been BLESSED to find two great doctors who have 
had tremendous success in treating MS through controlling allergic reactions to 
food. After being tested for my food allergies and eliminating those foods from 
my diet I have been able to almost completely control my symptoms - no new 
episodes since November!



Taking the next step...
The process of me managing my health, participating in the healing God has brought to my body and 

the changes it’s brought to my lifestyle day to day is more than I have time or space to share on today. 
Suffice to say that God has shown me his faithfulness in a brand new way and has ignited 

a passion in me to come alongside other people struggling with life altering disorders that are actually 
manageable with proper nutrition and natural remedy. 

My hope is to return to college and get training in nutrition and alternative medicine so I can one day 
open a practice in Nutritional Counseling to help people practically implement the habits and discipline 

they need to live a full, healthy life. Its the fullness of live that Christ came to give us and I believe our 
health is a part of that! I am praying now about the timing for returning to school - it’s on the horizon 

somewhere.
MS affects more people that we know - if you or someone you love is struggling with this disorder I 

would be more than willing to talk to them, encourage them and share more of the details with them on 
how I am managing my symptoms naturally. Please pass on my email or phone number! I will hopefully 

be posting a recap of this past year and my journey in more detail on my blog
 http://thejulieanne.wordpress.com 

And then God said 
“Isn’t about time we recorded that album?

Now available on iTunes and by mail order. (contact thejulieanne.music@gmail.com)
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-Recording Project -
Hold Hope
At the end of October I 
packed my car and set out on 
a road trip across the States - 
Connecticut Bound! 

I planned to live and work 
there for a few months, 
spending time as a student 
with the YWAM, some time 
volunteering with a non-profit 
run in New Haven and also  
some time studying under a 
woman that I look up to very 
much, Brenda Lewis, one of 
the leaders of YWAM Axiom.

Along the 4000+ mile trip I 
took a few detours to see 
friends and family which is why 
I found myself in Texas . I got halfway across the 
US when the peace that I had in my heart about 
going to Connecticut suddenly disappeared. I 
wasn’t sure if it was getting cold feet or if I was 
being redirected so I took a few days to just pray 
and listen before I went any further on my trip. 

  “Excuse me Lord, you want me to go back to 
Colorado? Right now? What do you want me to 
do there??”

To my surprise God DID want me to go back to 
Colorado, and He told me that it was time to 
FINALLY record my songs like I’ve been talking 
about for years. Denver was the place with the 
people and resources I needed to make it happen 
and the timing couldn’t have been more perfect.
A few phone calls later I had a place to live, a 
studio lined up to record in and the humble 
conclusion that I was either completely unstable 

or I was in fact being 
led by the Lord.

Several months later I 
can confidently say 
t h a t t h e re i s N O 
better risk to take 
that the one to be 
obedient when the 
God speaks. I spent 
December - Apri l 
rehearsing, recording, 
r e - r e c o r d i n g , 
listening, critiquing, 
marketing, planning, 
listening some more 
a n d a l l t h e w h i l e 
feeling WAY in over my 
head as the project 
came together. 

The encouragement 
that I received   from my friends and family, 
strangers at random shows in random art galleries 
and the incredibly talented team of musicians that I 
worked with made this album possible and I am 
forever in their debt. 

This experience was frustrating, inspiring, 
discouraging, intense, rewarding and more. I have 
wanted to record the songs that I’ve written   so I 
can share them with the people I love for a very 
long time. I feel each one is entrusted to me by God 
and I hope it is an encouraging, entertaining and 
soul soothing  experience for anyone listening..

I have sold around 200 so far (nearly enough to 
cover the expense of the project) and it is available 
online (iTunes) and by mail. For info on getting a 
copy and for news on upcoming  live shows...please 
check my blog http://thejulieanne.wordpress.com
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What now?
There has been an inkling in my heart for years that I would one day go to India.  
I didn’t know when and I didn’t know why - I just knew I would go and that when I 

did it would change me forever.

Even with that “inkling” it still took me by surprise when I asked God what was 
“next” for me after I finished recording and He immediately said “Go to India and 

hold some babies”.
For perhaps the first time I knew without hesitation that God had spoken and 

that I needed to just simply obey without question and He would lead me. I wish I 
could say that I have always have this kind of determined faith, but it’s a work in 

progress.

My good friend Brenda, from Connecticut, told me just a few weeks after this 
conversation with God that she was planning a trip to Pune, India to spend time 

helping two orphanages that she’s been involved with for several years.

Needless to say this was exactly the open door I was looking for and so I have 
spent the last few months preparing to immerse myself in the lives of about 40 
kids who needs some clothes, some hugs, some music and most of all hope - 

which is what God has put in my heart and I’m bursting to share it!

Trip Details
When: September 10-26th, 2010
Where: Pune & Goa, India

What Will I be doing??
During the two weeks I’ll be in India I will be serving at Hope of Glory, a home for street 

children and orphans, as well as at an HIV positive orphan home run by Dr. Lalita Edwards.
Brenda and I will be bringing clothes and finances for the homes, leading Bible studies for the 

workers in each home, buying supplies for the building team that is arriving in January, 
brushing hair, singing songs and just about as much hanging out with these kids as you can 

cram into each 24hr day we’ve got there.
My hope right now is that God will confirm to me the desire that’s been growing in me to stay 

involved with Brenda’s ministry to orphans long term and that this orientation trip will prepare 
me to go back again and again bringing teams of people with me to help in the future.



 Future Dreams...

There are millions of kids who grow 
up without ever belonging to a loving 

family, or to any family at all, and 
they grow up without the knowledge 
that God has made them on purpose 
and He has love, hope and a future 

for them. 
I want to change that. 

I may not be able to love a million 
children, but the ones that I can help 
will have a shot that perhaps no one 

else was going to give them. 

I have held a quiet passion for 
adoption in my heart for years and 
this trip is just the beginning of my 

pursuit of that passion. When I 
return to the states I hope to begin  

work with a new non-profit being 
formed out of Boulder, CO aimed to 
assist placement of Indian orphans 

into American homes.

THE END
If you made it to the end of this newsletter THANK 
YOU! I know it was a long one. I just couldn’t leave out 
any of the significant events or seasons over the past 
few years that have gotten me to today. God’s 
goodness has been evident at every turn and it’s so 
important to me that I share my life with people I love.

Future updates will come as the seasons roll on and the 
adventure continues, but the most current news will 
a l w a y s b e a t m y b l o g h t t p : / /
thejulieanne.wordpress.com.

After a summer of garage sales, 
selling paintings and CD’s, house 
sitting and saving I have come up 
with about 25% of the funds 
needed to cover my trip to India. If 
you or your business would like to 
make a donation (tax-deductible if 
that helps) to assist me and the 
w o r k I ’ l l b e d o i n g i n t h e 
orphanages this fall please contact 
me at jatn84@gmail.com for details!  
GRACE & PEACE - Julie
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